
  

 

 

 

 

 

  

PRESS RELEASE 

“The Sky Over Nine Columns” 

AXA ART presents Heinz Mack at TEFAF Maastricht  

 

Maastricht, 09.03.2017 The original work is an overwhelming piece of art: nine pillars, 

each one some 26 feet high, covered with 850,000 gold mosaic tiles and weighing 53 

tons – “The Sky over Nine Columns” by Heinz Mack*. Previously, “The Sky Over Nine 

Columns” has been on view in public sites in Venice, Istanbul, Valencia and St. Moritz. 

Now the work will continue to travel.  

Large format photos and a miniature model of the installation will frame the AXA ART 

presentation at TEFAF Maastricht from March 10th to 19th, 2017 (Lounge 800). A pillar 

by Heinz Mack, nearly 20 feet high and covered with white-gold mosaic tiles, will be 

installed in front of the main entrance of the MECC exhibition center. For the past 14 

years, AXA ART has been the major sponsor of Europe’s leading art fair.  

* “The Sky over Nine Columns” by Heinz Mack is a project of the Ralph Dommermuth Foundation for Art and 

Culture in collaboration with Beck & Eggeling International Fine Art and supported by AXA ART. 

 

“TEFAF has always been an important date in our calendar, as it is for all collectors on 

the international art scene. I am looking forward to discussions and exchanges with the 

leading artists and professionals from the international art world in Maastricht,” said Kai 

Kuklinski, Global CEO of AXA ART. TEFAF Maastricht is one of the few art fairs that 

provide exhibition space not only for valuable antiques, jewelry and works of the Old 

Masters, but also for contemporary art.  

 

A superb supporting program will accompany the Heinz Mack presentation in the AXA 

ART Lounge. In conversation with Dr. Lisa Zeitz, editor in chief for WELTKUNST, 

Michael Beck (Beck & Eggeling International Fine Art) will provide insights into this 

fascinating work, “The Sky over Nine Columns”.  

(Friday, March 10th, 2017, 3 pm - 3:30 pm). The artist Heinz Mack will be in attendance. 

For over 60 years he has worked as a painter and sculptor. In 1957, with Otto Piene, he 

co-founded the artists’ group ZERO.  
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Heinz Mack’s work is the central feature of this year’s AXA ART program and for art 

enthusiasts, there are more highlights coming up.  

Guests to the AXA ART talks program will learn about the latest trends and issues of 

the art world.  

An innovative technique for the digitization of art works will be presented by the  

Swiss firm Artmyn. With this technique it will be possible to produce digital and 

interactive exhibition catalogs (Friday, March 10, 2017, 5 pm - 6 pm).  

Patrick van Maris, CEO of TEFAF, will give valuable insights into current trends 

and the future direction of TEFAF in a talk with Anna Brady, Art Market Journalist 

and Features Editor of Harper's Bazaar Art and Interiors magazines  

(Saturday March 11, 2017, 12 pm - 12:30 pm). Another major topic that will be 

presented on the AXA ART lounge will be: “The art world: paradise for big data” 

In a round table discussion, guests including Adeline Pilon, Founder and CEO of 

H A P P E N I N G and Kai Kuklinski, Global CEO AXA ART, will address exciting 

questions about the connection between information science and the art world, 

pointing out the potential pitfalls and highlighting the vast range of possibilities 

open to us (Saturday, March 11, 2017, 3 pm -3.45 pm). 

 

About AXA ART 

AXA ART operates in 26 countries across the Americas, Middle East, Asia and Europe.  

AXA ART is a global leader in specialized insurance for artworks and collectables. AXA 

ART’s reputation and expertise is founded on over 50 years of experience in the field of 

insurance.  The company AXA ART belongs to AXA S.A., one of the world’s largest 

insurance and financial services groups. 

 

 

AXA ART Press inquiries:  

Name: Mercedes Migoya 

Title: Claims Responsible 

Telephone: +34 91 781 33 19 

Email: mercedes.migoya@axa-art.es 
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