
Jewellery speaks to nearly everyone. 
Necklaces, bracelets, rings, pins 
and earrings, whether of feathers, 
stones, ivory, precious metals, alloys 
or gemstones, are worn with pride. 
Personal ornamentation can be used 
to assert power, rank or wealth.   It 
can convey taste, style or tradition. 
Each piece reveals its creator’s 
culture and imagination. 

We admire the style, materials, 
and technical diversity of beautiful 
ornaments. Gold, reflecting the 
warmth and light of the sun, was 
mined as early as the 14th century 
BC in Asia Minor and ancient 
Greece. In addition to gold, ancient 
Egyptians favoured colourful beads 
and emblematic motifs. The Romans 
valued massive gold ornaments and 
ropes of pearls. Later, large brooches 
and heavy necklaces gave way to the 
Renaissance taste for gold chains, 
jeweled collars and pendants. In 
the 18th century, appreciation of 
minute detail was reflected in finely 
crafted cameos and bracelets. 
In the mid-19th century, mass 
production, first by hand and then by 
machines, increased the availability 
and affordability of jewellery. 
Shortly thereafter, the pendulum 
swung in the opposite direction. 
Early 20th century designers and 
craftspeople associated with 
the Arts & Crafts, Art Nouveau

and Art Deco movements turned 
again to individually crafted jewellery 
using rare materials. Happily, present-
day collectors have the opportunity 
to choose from artist-designed, 
antique, fine or costume jewellery. 

The value of jewellery reflects its 
grade of materials and craftsmanship 
and most often a successful 
combination of both equals a good 
investment. The brilliant diamond still 
reigns as the ideal stone of choice. 
The famous ‘Hope,’ ‘Koh-I-Noor’ 
and ‘Great Mogul’ diamonds are as  
renowned as the diamond mines of 
De Beers and the famous creations 
of  Bulgari, Van Cleef & Arpels, 
Tiffany and Cartier. While diamonds 
often take centre stage, rubies, 
sapphires, emeralds and pearls are 
equally sought-after and admired 
by collectors. The buying public 
continues to show a keen interest 
in jewellery of all periods. Auction 
sales of estate jewels, which once 
adorned such glamorous celebrities 
as Jacqueline Onassis, Elizabeth 
Taylor or the Duchess of Windsor, 
have established record prices and 
fed the on-going fascination with high 
profile gems. 

Jewellery worn today should be 
preserved for tomorrow. Whether 
you insure the safety of your great-
grandmother’s wedding ring or 
recently acquired jewels once 
belonging to a legendary individual, 
an AXA ART Speciality Jewellery 
Collection Policy will give you peace 
of mind. To sparkle…to enjoy…to 
treasure.

To assure future generations of your 
legacy, we recommend you:

•	 Return your jewellery to a safe 
storage place after each wearing

•	 Regularly examine the condition 
of each piece: check for loose 
settings and worn strings

•	 Have any weaknesses or 
damages repaired

•	 Have your high-valued jewellery 
professionally cleaned 

•	 Become familiar with the industry 
standards of measurement and 
evaluations

•	 Keep all of your purchase 
invoices together in one file

•	 Have your jewellery re-appraised 
on a regular basis

As you acquire brilliant diamonds, 
lustrous pearls, sparkling gemstones, 
gold or platinum, acquire AXA ART 
insurance to protect it. For more 
information on AXA ART insurance 
products*, visit www.axa-art.ca.

*AXA ART insurance services and 
products in Canada are provided by AXA 
Insurance Company (Canadian Branch). 
This announcement is advisory in 
nature and is provided for informational 
purposes only. It is offered as a resource 
to be used by insurance advisors and 
insureds in maintaining an appropriate 
loss prevention program. No liability of 
whatsoever kind is assumed by AXA ART 
by reason of the information contained in 
this announcement.
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