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June 1, 2017  From June 15-18, 2017, the eyes of the international art world will again 

be focused on Basel. Art Basel in Basel will host 291 of the world’s most important 

galleries from 34 countries, showcasing modern and contemporary works from over 

4,000 artists. “Art Basel in Basel is one of the most important events in the 

international art market. The art fair offers an exceptional opportunity to foster 

and develop personal dialog with artists, collectors, galleries and art experts 

from across the world,” explains Kai Kuklinski, Global CEO of AXA ART. 

 

AXA ART has been partnering with Art Basel in Basel since 2006. The AXA ART 

Lounge will be a hub for the art scene and will stage a talk by experts. This year, its 

special ambiance is created by large format photos of the legendary artwork “The Sky 

over Nine Columns” by ZERO artist Heinz Mack. The original work is composed of 

nine pillars, each one over 26 feet high, covered with 850,000 gold mosaic tiles. Heinz 

Mack pushes the boundaries of the traditional notion of art with “The Sky over Nine 

Columns”, a work which integrates and reflects its surroundings and unique light 

conditions. At present, “The Sky over Nine Columns” is on a continuous journey and 

the spectacular work has been previously displayed at prominent locations in Venice, 

Istanbul, Valencia and St. Moritz.  

 

“The Sky over Nine Columns – the Project and its Journey” is the subject of the AXA 

ART Talk (Tuesday, June 13,  2017, 5.00 pm, AXA ART Lounge). Collector Sigifredo 

di Canossa, curator Prof. Dr. Robert Fleck and art dealer Michael Beck will discuss 

their experience of the work in conversation with Jeremy Johnston, Curator of the AXA 

US Art Collection and Principal of DARLING GREEN. Sigifredo di Canossa has 

sponsored the art work, Prof. Dr. Robert Fleck has curated the installation during the 

Biennale 2013 while Michael Beck of Beck & Eggeling International Fine Art  
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is responsible for the organization and installation of “The Sky over Nine Columns” at 

the different locations. As part of Art Basel in Basel, AXA ART is also providing 

various platforms for customers, collectors and corporate partners to meet and 

interact.  

 

About AXA ART 

AXA ART operates in 26 countries across the Americas, Middle East, Asia and 

Europe. AXA ART is a global leader in specialized insurance for artworks and 

collectables. AXA ART’s reputation and expertise is founded on over 50 years of 

experience in the field of insurance. The company AXA ART belongs to AXA S.A., one 

of the world’s largest insurance and financial services groups. 

 

About Art Basel  

Founded in 1970 by gallerists from Basel, Art Basel today stages the world's premier 

art shows for Modern and contemporary art, sited in Basel, Miami Beach, and Hong 

Kong. Defined by its host city and region, each show is unique, which is reflected in its 

participating galleries, artworks presented, and the content of parallel programming 

produced in collaboration with local institutions for each edition.  

 

Art Basel’s engagement has expanded beyond art fairs through a number of new 

initiatives. In 2014, Art Basel launched its Crowdfunding Initiative, in collaboration with 

Kickstarter. This initiative presents jury-selected art projects to potential benefactors, 

which include Art Basel’s vibrant audience and the Kickstarter community. The 

initiative has catalyzed much-needed support for outstanding non-commercial art 

projects worldwide and so far has helped pledge over $1.4 million to creative projects 

around the world. For Art Basel Cities, launched in 2016, Art Basel is working with 

selected partner cities to develop vibrant and content-driven programs specific to the 

individual city. Connecting them to the global art world through Art Basel's expertise 

and network, Art Basel Cities supports its partners to develop their unique cultural 

landscape. For further information please visit artbasel.com. 
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