
Insuring corporate  
collections
Specialized insurance through AXA ART



Günther Uecker / Bright and dark / 1988 / nails, wood, oil and canvas / 200 × 200 × 9.6cm

“�At�AXA,�we�take�immense�pride�in�our�own�global�collection.�Our�art�expresses�
who�we�are,�how�we�think,�and�what�we�constantly�aspire�to�be.�Every�day,��
it�reminds�us�of�the�reasons�behind�what�we�do,�teaches�us�the�rarity�and�value�of�
original�thought,�and�encourages�us�to�explore�new�ideas�and�ways�of�seeing.”�

Kai Kuklinski, CEO, AXA ART Group



The AXA Group’s own global collection ranges from 18th 
and 19th century art to modern and contemporary  
paintings, drawings, sculptures and photographs.  
Founded in the 1980s, the entire collection has since 
grown to number over 12,180 artworks by approximately 
1,400 artists.

Nowadays, the AXA collection has acquired a life of its 
own. In branch offices around the world, we display 
examples from our extensive inventory to create visual 
stimulus and energize the work environment. Our collection 
has evolved into a means of expressing who we are, and 
an opportunity to involve ourselves in the culture that we 
help to protect.

Our international locations

The original French collection is housed within the 18th 
century Hotel de La Vaupalière at the AXA Group’s Paris 
headquarters. In keeping with the Hotel’s history, the 
authentically refurbished building has been decorated with 
exceptional works of fine and applied art from the 18th 
and 19th centuries.

About the AXA Group collection

Focusing by contrast on modern and contemporary art, the 
German collection was launched in the mid 1980s, and 
has since grown to comprise more than 3,500 works by 
approximately 1,200 artists focused on European and US 
american art.

The Mexican collection was formed in 2009, with the 
purpose of acquiring works by both young and established 
Mexican artists to promote the emerging domestic art 
scene. It now includes works by over 20 Mexican artists.

Collections have also been established in Belgium, which 
concentrates on contemporary work from international 
artists and young Belgian artists from the past 25 years, 
and in New York, which dates from the 1980s and holds 
some 2,300 works of modern and contemporary art.



Around the world, corporate collecting is flourishing. 
Collections exist for a wealth of different reasons and fulfil 
many diverse functions. They can be found in every type of 
firm and range in scale from niche assemblies to massively 
impressive statements of prestige, numbering in the 
hundreds, or even thousands, of pieces.

Corporate collections today 

Sigmar Polke / Remington / 1979 / mixed media/ 98 x 73 cmJacob Lawrence / Pool Players / 1938 / Tempera on paper / 45 × 30 cm

In all probability, there are as many different types of 
collections as there are companies that own them. Many 
collectors concentrate on business memorabilia, or amass 
collections that reflect their business activities or origins. 
Others, including many private legal firms and investment 
houses, have chosen to populate their offices with modern 
works that advertise their success and sophistication.



By their nature, corporate collections embody the brilliant 
and the beautiful, the rare and the remarkable, the valuable 
and the vulnerable. To that extent, they are singularly 
unlike any other type of commercial investment, and 
require specific, knowledge-based protection. However, 
many collectors are still content to insure their precious 
assets within their general business policy. In doing so, 
they do not know the risks they may be running.

Many works are literally irreplaceable, and conventional 
damage insurance – being primarily designed to cover 
major buildings claims – can’t begin to fulfil this specialized 
need. For example, a general office contents policy will not 

The need for specialist insurance

have the flexibility to cover the transportation and display 
of precious artworks for temporary exhibitions. It will not 
provide answers to questions of preservation, nor will it be 
able to offer expert recommendations on conservation for 
individual – and individually fragile – works of art.

Clearly, a corporate collection is much more than another 
bundle of business assets. Each one requires insurance 
that is specifically tailored to its needs, provided personally 
by people who appreciate the full extent of art’s vulnerability 
and have an expert understanding of how to assess and 
minimize every risk. At AXA ART, that is what we provide.

Louis Cane / Flowers in  a Vase / 1972 / Oil, acrylic on canvas / 220 x 180 cm



“�AXA’s�broad�support�of�the�arts��globally�and��ongoing�art�collecting�represents�a�
strong�commitment�to�celebrating�the�culture�and�history�of�the�communities�we�
work�in.�In�addition,�one�of�the�core�goals�of�the�AXA�US�Art�Collection�is�to�create��
a�challenging,�intellectual�and�beautiful�work�environment.��
It�is�a�tribute�to��the�creativity�and�intelligence�of�our�team,�and�fosters�a�dynamic�
and�communicative�work�environment�that�is�at�the�center�of�AXA’s�corporate��
culture.”�

� Jeremy Johnston, Curator Corporate Collection, AXA US

At AXA ART, our mission is to take all the potential worries 
and guesswork off your shoulders and deliver personalized 
‘all-risks’ insurance that focuses purely on the options that 
work for you. Our own love of art runs deep – we have been 
providing a dedicated service to collectors, dealers, 
museums and exhibitors for over 50 years.

Whatever the size of your collection you will be in the 
hands of expert professionals who will care about it as 
passionately as you do. If it’s unique to you, it’s unique  
to us.

Personal, flexible, individual

We combine close links across the insurance broker 
market with direct access to a network of international 
conservators, shippers and packers. This means we can 
offer an exceptionally competitive and flexible range of 
policies, supported by specific and practical insights into 
the care of your most valuable and vulnerable pieces.



Excellence from expertise 

Our in-house teams combine high-value insurance  
experience with an in-depth knowledge of fine art, antiques 
and collectibles. As we serve a highly demanding market, 
we pride ourselves on our efficiency.

And should you ever need to make a claim, our expert loss 
adjustors and claims staff will personally be on-hand to 
guide and assist you with the options (which may include 
advice on restoration or replacement) every step of the 
way.

Rupprecht Geiger / 858/93 / 1993 / 
Acrylic on canvas / 185 x 210 cm

We’re continually working to further improve our services, 
combining innovative and imaginative products with a 
claims process that’s as simplified and sympathetic as it 
can be. As a measure of our expertise, we now insure over 
300 corporate collections in France alone (including those 
bearing some of the biggest luxury, financial and industrial 
brand names), with a collective value of €1.3 billion.

Ultimately, our twin understanding of both the international 
art and insurance markets means that we can combine  
the elements into much more than an insurance policy.  
We offer you a partnership in professional care.



International reach, unrivalled competence, and a high 
quality network of expert partners distinguish AXA ART, 
the only art insurance specialist in the world, from its 
generalist property insurance competitors. Over the past 
50 years and well into the future, AXA ART has and will 
continue to redefine the manner in which it serves and 
services its museum, gallery, collector and artist clients 
across the Americas, Asia and Europe, with a sincere 
consideration of the way valuable objects are insured and 
cultural patrimony is protected.

To arrange a consultation with your regional AXA ART office 
or for further information on insuring your collection with 
AXA ART, please visit our website: www.AXA-ART.com

AXA ART Global
www.axa-art.com

About AXA ART
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