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Tips on Transit  
 
Art fairs are excellent opportunities for collectors, dealers and those interested in the arts to 
view a variety of objects in one location. The convivial atmosphere created by the event allows 
interested parties to engage in the commerce of art in an environment that is both stimulating 
and profitable. While the hurried pace of events may result in overbooked schedules, it should 
not result in the relaxation of best business practices, especially in the area of packing and 
shipping artwork. Before deciding how to ship artworks, a few preliminary questions should be 
answered in advance:  
 

 How fragile is the work and how should it be handled in transit? Who will supervise the 
loading of the work?  

 What are the appropriate packing materials and who will provide them? This is often 
determined by the surface of the object to be shipped or the duration of the shipping.  

 What is the planned method of shipping – land, air, sea or a combination of all?  How 
are shipments treated differently in each of these methods? 

 
Immediately before packing and upon unpacking, take a condition report of the work. This will 
ensure that, if you find any damage, you will know when it occurred. Key points to note include: 
 

 Be specific about where damage is located.  For examples, paint is missing on cheek 
of figure, or one inch, vertical tear in the left hand, lower corner.  This will ensure that 
you don’t miss any damage and also will allow you to see if any damage was made 
worse in transit.  

 Take photographs of the work from all sides.  Photographs of the work add to your 
records and make recording easier.  Print them on regular paper and circle damaged 
areas. 

 
When shipping to a trade show or art fair, it is imperative to clearly label items and include the 
exhibitor's booth number and contact details of the sender and recipient. The following points 
are the easiest to forget when labelling: 
 

 Identify your containers as "Fragile" (your shipping company can supply "Fragile" 
stickers).  

 Identify how you would like the container to be opened by writing "Open This Side" or 
"Open Here".  

 Include packing and unpacking instructions. 
 
When choosing a shipper it is important to remember that you often get what you pay for. It is 
advisable to choose a fine arts shipper with a solid reputation and experience with a variety of 
artwork. If you choose a shipper based on cost alone you may be disappointed by the results.  


